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Dear Tuscaloosa Academy Basketball Parents and Fans: 

 
It was an exciting weekend of basketball in Monroeville on the campus of Alabama Southern.  Both of our teams played hard and won 

two out of three games.  The next step for both teams is the Elite Eight at Faulkner University in Montgomery this Friday.  The boys are 

scheduled to play at 1:30 against Pike and the girls will play at 6:00 against Lee-Scott.  We are going to need everyoneôs support as we 

take on two very good opponents.  Before we get into Friday any further I would like to recap the regional tournament that took place 

over the weekend. 

 

The varsity girls opened up the tournament with a resounding 47-16 win against Monroe Academy.  Tori Morgan led the way with 22 

points and Caitlyn Tu added nine points and seven assists.  Kingwood Christian defeated Morgan Academy and the state was set for an-

other matchup between TA and KCS.  The lady Knights went into this semi-final matchup with confidence as we had already won the 

previous two meetings earlier in the season.  We took a 16-8 lead into halftime and played great defense.  Unfortunately, things did not go 

our way in the second half.  Kingwood did a great job rebounding and their best player had an incredible second half.  We got into a little 

foul trouble in the third quarter as well.  All of these factors contributed to Kingwood walking away with a 39-30 victory.  This was a 

very disappointing loss for our girls because we desperately wanted another shot at Bessemer in the region championship.  However, it 

was not meant to be and we had to get ready for Prattville Christian in the consolation game.  I was very proud of how our girls came out 

in this game.  The first half was much like the first half of the Kingwood game as we once again played tremendous defense and carried a 

16-7 lead into the locker room at halftime.  We talked about finishing what we started in this game and thatôs exactly what we did.  The 

Lady Knights cruised to a 39-17 victory.  This was the 20th win of the season for the Lady Knights which is a mark that has not been 

reached in many years! Caemin Acker scored a season high 12 points as she hit jump shot after jump shot in the third quarter.  Caeminôs 

ten points in the third quarter equaled the total points scored in the second half for Prattville Christian! Tori Morgan scored 11 points and 

had ten rebounds.  Caitlyn Woods also played very valuable minutes and scored four points while doing a great job on the glass.  One 

thing we saw over the weekend was teams concentrate a lot of stopping our leading scorers Tori Morgan, Ashley Shamblin, and espe-

cially Lindsey Atkins.  These girls did a great job of distributing the ball to their open teammates and working hard on defense.  Tori 

Morgan was named to the All Tournament Team. 

 

The varsity boys opened up with a 61-25 win against Clarke Prep.  Ashton McLeod led the way with 24 points and six three point field 

goals.  Ashton scored 16 in the first quarter alone.  Alston Poellnitz added eight points and ten rebounds.  On the second day TA defeated 

Bessemer Academy 60-47 in the semi-finals.  Once again Ashton hit six three pointers on this way to a 20 point performance! I have been 

coaching for a while now and this is the first time I have seen a kid hit six threeôs on back to back nights.  This was the third time Ashton 

had done this during the season.  Jeremiah Tullidge also hit six three pointers on his way to a game high 25 points.  Jeremiah also had 

seven assists.  Our team was playing some really good basketball and we were ready to take on Prattville Christian for the region champi-

onship.  The game vs. PCA was a great defensive game.  Both teams knew each other very well as we were meeting for the fourth time 

and baskets were hard to come by.  We trailed by four at the half before eventually falling 41-30.  Adam Burton led the team in scoring 

with 14 points and Ashton added eight.  Ashton and Alston were named to the All-Tournament Team. 

 

Once again, we are really doing to need your support for the Elite Eight! We had a very supportive and vocal contingency of fans over the 

weekend and we are going to need the same thing on Friday.  Thank you all for your support and I look forward to seeing you in Mont-

gomery. 

 

Yours in Knight Pride, 

 

 

 

Josh Golden 

Varsity Boys and Girls Basketball Coach 

Tuscaloosa Academy 

 

HOOPS 




