TUSCALOOSA ACADEMY: Summer Reading for Rising 8th Graders:
Total Number of Books: 3
1st Book: Required Reading: The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton
With the required read, you are expected to do a writing assignment in the first week
of school. Be expected to write about your thoughts on a character’s actions within
the novel.

The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton
No one ever said life was easy. But Ponyboy is pretty sure that he's got things figured out. He knows
that he can count on his brothers, Darry and Sodapop. And he knows that he can count on his
friends—true friends who would do anything for him, like Johnny and Two-Bit. But not on much else
besides trouble with the Socs, a vicious gang of rich kids whose idea of a good time is beating up on
“greasers” like Ponyboy. At least he knows what to expect—until the night someone takes things too
far.

2nd Book: Choose one from the following list of ten.*
With the second selection from the list above, you are to complete an AR test
during the summer. When school begins, there will be an assignment to
complete.

Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card
Ender's skills make him a leader in school and respected in the Battle Room, where children play at
mock battles in zero gravity. Yet growing up in an artificial community of young soldiers, Ender
suffers greatly from isolation, rivalry from his peers, pressure from the adult teachers, and an
unsettling fear of the alien invaders. His psychological battles include loneliness, fear that he is
becoming like the cruel brother he remembers, and fanning the flames of devotion to his beloved
sister.

Piecing Me Together by Renee Watson

Jade believes she must get out of her poor neighborhood if she's ever going to succeed. Her mother
tells her to take advantage of every opportunity that comes her way. And Jade has: every day she
rides the bus away from her friends and to the private school where she feels like an outsider, but
where she has plenty of opportunities. But some opportunities she doesn't really welcome, like an
invitation to join Women to Women, a mentorship program for "at-risk" girls. Just because her
mentor is black and graduated from the same high school doesn't mean she understands where
Jade is coming from. She's tired of being singled out as someone who needs help, someone people
want to fix. Jade wants to speak, to create, to express her joys and sorrows, her pain and her hope.
Maybe there are some things she could show other women about understanding the world and
finding ways to be real, to make a difference.

_____________________________________________________________________________
The Lost Hero by Rick Riordan
Jason has a problem. He doesn't remember anything before waking up on a school bus holding
hands with a girl. Apparently she's his girlfriend Piper, his best friend is a kid named Leo, and they're
all students in the Wilderness School, a boarding school for "bad kids." What he did to end up here,
Jason has no idea—except that everything seems very wrong.

_____________________________________________________________________________
To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before by Jenny Han
Sixteen-year-old Lara Jean Song keeps her love letters in a hatbox her mother gave her. They aren’t
love letters that anyone else wrote for her; these are ones she’s written. One for every boy she’s
ever loved—five in all. When she writes, she pours out her heart and soul and says all the things she
would never say in real life, because her letters are for her eyes only. Until the day her secret letters
are mailed, and suddenly, Lara Jean’s love life goes from imaginary to out of control.

_____________________________________________________________________________
Feed by M.T. Anderson
For Titus and his friends, it started out like any ordinary trip to the moon — a chance to party during
spring break. But that was before the crazy hacker caused all their feeds to malfunction, sending
them to the hospital to lie around with nothing inside their heads for days. And it was before Titus
met Violet, a beautiful, brainy teenage girl who has decided to fight the feed and its ever-present
ability to categorize human thoughts and desires.

______________________________________________________________________________
A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness
The monster in Conor’s backyard is not the one he’s been expecting — the one from the nightmare
he’s had every night since his mother started her treatments. This monster is ancient. And wild. And
it wants something from Conor. Something terrible and dangerous. It wants the truth.

______________________________________________________________________________
Dogsbody by Dianna Wynne Jones

The Dog Star, Sirius, is tried - and found guilty - by his heavenly peers for a murder he did not
commit. His sentence: to live on the planet Earth until he can carry out a seemingly impossible
mission - the recovery of a deadly weapon known as the Zoi. The first lesson Sirius learns in his
lowly earthly form is that humans have all the power. The second is that even though his young
mistress loves him, she can't protect either of them. The third - and worst - is that someone out there
will do anything to keep Sirius from finding the Zoi. Even if it means destroying Earth itself.

______________________________________________________________________________
The Inheritance Games by Jennifer Lynne Barnes
To receive her inheritance, Avery must move into sprawling, secret passage-filled Hawthorne House,
where every room bears the old man's touch -- and his love of puzzles, riddles, and codes.
Unfortunately for Avery, Hawthorne House is also occupied by the family that Tobias Hawthorne just
dispossessed. This includes the four Hawthorne grandsons: dangerous, magnetic, brilliant boys who
grew up with every expectation that one day, they would inherit billions. Heir apparent Grayson
Hawthorne is convinced that Avery must be a conwoman, and he's determined to take her down. His
brother, Jameson, views her as their grandfather's last hurrah: a twisted riddle, a puzzle to be
solved. Caught in a world of wealth and privilege, with danger around every turn, Avery will have to
play the game herself just to survive.

______________________________________________________________________________
Enchanted Air (NF) by Margarita Engle and Edel Rodriguez
Margarita is a girl from two worlds. Her heart lies in Cuba, her mother’s tropical island country, a
place so lush with vibrant life that it seems like a fairy tale kingdom. But most of the time she lives in
Los Angeles, lonely in the noisy city and dreaming of the summers when she can take a plane
through the enchanted air to her beloved island. Words and images are her constant companions,
friendly and comforting when the children at school are not.

______________________________________________________________________________
A Few Red Drops (NF) by Claire Hartfield
On a hot day in July 1919, five black youths went swimming in Lake Michigan, unintentionally
floating close to the "white" beach. An angry white man began throwing stones at the boys, striking
and killing one. Racial conflict on the beach erupted into days of urban violence that shook the city of
Chicago to its foundations. This mesmerizing narrative draws on contemporary accounts as it traces
the roots of the explosion that had been building for decades in race relations, politics, business, and
clashes of culture.

3rd Book: Free Choice
Your choice book must be categorized as Young Adult or Teen. For your choice
book, you will need to take an AR test. If there is not an AR test for your
selected work, then please fill out the attached form to submit to your teacher
on the first day of school.

Some excellent YA authors to check out:
John Green
Sarah Dessen
Cassandra Clare
JRR Tolkien
Jason Reynolds
Marie Lu
Angie Thomas
Nicola Yoon
Rainbow Rowell
David Leviathan
Marissa Meyer
Lauren Oliver
Meg Cabot
Sabaa Tahir
E. Lockhart
Neal Shusterman
Nina Lacour
Benjamin Saenz
Ray Bradbury

