Summer Reading for Rising 6th Graders:
Total Number of Books: 3

Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson
“Do you know what we need?” Leslie called to him. Intoxicated as he was with the heavens, he
couldn’t imagine needing anything on earth. “We need a place,” she said, “just for us. It would be so
secret that we would never tell anyone in the whole world about it.” Jess came swinging back and
dragged his feet to stop. She lowered her voice almost to a whisper. “It might be a whole secret
country,” she continued, “and you and I would be the rulers of it.”

Midnight Without a Moon by Linda Williams Jackson
It’s Mississippi in the summer of 1955, and Rose Lee Carter can’t wait to move north. But for now,
she’s living with her sharecropper grandparents on a white man’s cotton plantation. Then, one town
over, an African American boy, Emmett Till, is killed for allegedly whistling at a white woman. When
Till’s murderers are unjustly acquitted, Rose realizes that the South needs a change . . . and that she
should be part of the movement. .

______________________________________________________________________________
The Great Trouble: A Mystery of London, the Blue Death, and A Boy
Called Eel by Deborah Hopkinson
Eel has troubles of his own: As an orphan and a “mudlark,” he spends his days in the filthy River
Thames, searching for bits of things to sell. He’s being hunted by Fisheye Bill Tyler, and a nastier

man never walked the streets of London. And he’s got a secret that costs him four precious shillings
a week to keep safe. But even for Eel, things aren’t so bad until that fateful August day in 1854—the
day the deadly cholera epidemic (“blue death”) comes to Broad Street. Everyone believes that
cholera is spread through poisonous air. But one man, Dr. John Snow, has a different theory. As the
epidemic surges, it’s up to Eel and his best friend, Florrie, to gather evidence to prove Dr. Snow’s
theory—before the entire neighborhood is wiped out.

_____________________________________________________________________
Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys 
Fifteen-year-old Lina is a Lithuanian girl living an ordinary life--until Soviet officers invade her home
and tear her family apart. Separated from her father and forced onto a crowded train, Lina, her
mother, and her young brother make their way to a Siberian work camp, where they are forced to
fight for their lives. Lina finds solace in her art, documenting these events by drawing. Risking
everything, she imbeds clues in her drawings of their location and secretly passes them along,
hoping her drawings will make their way to her father's prison camp. But will strength, love, and hope
be enough for Lina and her family to survive?

_____________________________________________________________________________
Okay for Now  by Gary D. Schmidt
In this companion novel to The Wednesday Wars, Doug struggles to be more than the "skinny thug"
that some people think him to be. He finds an unlikely ally in Lil Spicer, who gives him the strength to
endure an abusive father, the suspicions of a town, and the return of his oldest brother, forever
scarred, from Vietnam. Schmidt expertly weaves multiple themes of loss and recovery in a story
teeming with distinctive, unusual characters and invaluable lessons about love, creativity, and
survival.

_____________________________________________________________________________
Booked by Kwame Alexander 
In this follow-up to the Newbery-winning novel THE CROSSOVER, soccer, family, love, and
friendship, take center stage as twelve-year-old Nick learns the power of words as he wrestles with
problems at home, stands up to a bully, and tries to impress the girl of his dreams. Helping him along
are his best friend and sometimes teammate Coby, and The Mac, a rapping librarian who gives Nick
inspiring books to read.

______________________________________________________________________________
11 Birthdays  by Wendy Mass 
It's Amanda's 11th birthday and she is super excited---after all, 11 is so different from 10. But from
the start, everything goes wrong. The worst part of it all is that she and her best friend, Leo, with
whom she's shared every birthday, are on the outs and this will be the first birthday they haven't
shared together. When Amanda turns in for the night, glad to have her birthday behind her, she
wakes up happy for a new day. Or is it? Her birthday seems to be repeating itself. What is going on?!
And how can she fix it? Only time, friendship, and a little luck will tell...

______________________________________________________________________________

Rules by

Cynthia Lord

 welve-year-old Catherine just wants a normal life. Which is near impossible when you have a
T
brother with autism and a family that revolves around his disability. She's spent years trying to teach
David the rules from "a peach is not a funny-looking apple" to "keep your pants on in public"---in
order to head off David's embarrassing behaviors. But the summer Catherine meets Jason, a
surprising, new sort-of friend, and Kristi, the next-door friend she's always wished for, it's her own
shocking behavior that turns everything upside down and forces her to ask: What is normal?

______________________________________________________________________________
Mockingbird by Kathryn Erskine
 aitlin has Asperger's. The world according to her is black and white; anything in between is
C
confusing. Before, when things got confusing, Caitlin went to her older brother, Devon, for help. But
Devon was killed in a school shooting, and Caitlin's dad is so distraught that he is just not helpful.
Caitlin wants everything to go back to the way things were, but she doesn't know how to do that.
Then she comes across the word closure--and she realizes this is what she needs. And in her
search for it, Caitlin discovers that the world may not be so black and white after all.

______________________________________________________________________________
Strange Case of the Origami Yoda by Tom Angleberger.
In this funny, uncannily wise portrait of the dynamics of a sixth-grade class and of the greatness that
sometimes comes in unlikely packages, Dwight, a loser, talks to his classmates via an origami finger
puppet of Yoda. If that weren’t strange enough, the puppet is uncannily wise and prescient. Origami
Yoda predicts the date of a pop quiz, guesses who stole the classroom Shakespeare bust, and
saves a classmate from popularity-crushing embarrassment with some well-timed advice. Dwight’s
classmate Tommy wonders how Yoda can be so smart when Dwight himself is so clueless.

______________________________________________________________________________
Among the Hidden (Shadow Children #1) by Margaret Peterson Haddix
In a future where the Population Police enforce the law limiting a family to only two children, Luke,
an illegal third child, has lived all his twelve years in isolation and fear on his family's farm in this start
to the Shadow Children series from Margaret Peterson Haddix. Luke has never been to school. He's
never had a birthday party, or gone to a friend's house overnight. In fact, Luke has never had a
friend. Luke is one of the shadow children, a third child forbidden by the Population Police. He's lived
his entire life in hiding, and now, with a new housing development replacing the woods next to his
family's farm, he is no longer even allowed to go outside.
Then, one day Luke sees a girl's face in the window of a house where he knows two other children
already live. Finally, he's met a shadow child like himself. Jen is willing to risk everything to come out
of the shadows -- does Luke dare to become involved in her dangerous plan? Can he afford not to?

Some excellent YA authors to check out:
John Green
Sarah Dessen
Cassandra Clare
JRR Tolkien
Jason Reynolds
Marie Lu
Angie Thomas
Nicola Yoon
Rainbow Rowell
David Leviathan
Marissa Meyer
Lauren Oliver
Meg Cabot
Sabaa Tahir
E. Lockhart
Neal Shusterman
Nina Lacour
Benjamin Saenz
Ray Bradbury
Raina Telgemeier
Lisa Moore Ramée
Jack Cheng

